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MOUNT CARMEL COLLEGE
YEAR 11


Name: __________________________________________________               Class: _______________


Year 11 English Narrative Text Creation

Task:  Write a short narrative of up to 800 words. You will need to use various language techniques in order to communicate complex ideas to your reading audience. You can write your narrative text in any form or genre that is best suited for your intended purpose. Your intended purpose will be communicated to me via class discussions and through the handing up of your formative notes during the Getting Started part of this task.

[bookmark: _Hlk7681383]Task Purpose:  To produce your own narrative text, which is based on an aspect of the story, or one of the themes you encountered while studying Macbeth, Oedipus or Vietnam War Poetry. This task is designed to assess your knowledge, skills and abilities in relation to the following assessment design criteria: KU3 and AP2.

Description of Task: You are required to transform an aspect or theme from either Macbeth, Oedipus or Vietnam War Poetry into a narrative. It may be based on one or more of the themes explored during our study of these texts . You will need to have a clear idea of the purpose behind your text. You will also need to be mindful of what genre and form your text will take, and what tone you will adopt. Make decisions on which language techniques will best develop the thematic concerns of your text. In this assignment, you are expected to understand how the purpose of your text should match with the language techniques you use. You are also expected to show an understanding of the conventions (features) of the genre you decide to adopt.

General Conventions of a Narrative:  Your creative writing text should include the following narrative conventions:
1. Orientation
1. Complication
1. Dramatic series of events
1. Climax
1. A sense of resolution or an ending to the tale.

Think about the various models shown in class, and try to incorporate the above narrative features in an imaginative and effective way.
Getting Started:  Before you begin, take some time to think about what your narrative text is going to be about, what the purpose of your creative writing is going to be, who the intended audience will be, what literary techniques you are going to employ and what form your narrative text is going to take.

Brainstorm ideas and write notes under the following headings:
           Subject - consider setting, characters, point of drama, etc.
           Theme - what complex ideas do you want readers to think about?
           Purpose - eg to teach, to expose, to warn, etc.
           Audience - note: you will need to write for an adult audience.
           Form/Genre - eg science fiction, historical drama, gothic ghost story, prose,
                                     stream of consciousness, play script, etc.
           Literary Techniques - are you going to use symbolism, imagery, allusions, etc?
What you need to hand up:           
1. Writer’s Statement
1. Formative evidence of planning (note form plans, drafts, or discussions with teacher etc.)
1. Final Copy – written response up to 800 words or equivalent multi modal task.

Due Date:
Some examples of literary techniques: Symbolism, Imagery, Characterization, Figurative Devices, Sensory Descriptions, Foreshadowing, Sound Devices, Contrast, Repetition, Dialogue, etc.

SOME IDEAS:
Take a section of a play script/film/song and transform it into an extended narrative (e.g. select a scene, or collection of scenes, from Shakespeare’s Macbeth and write a descriptive narrative)
Use a minor character from one text as a major character in a new text with significant shifts to theme, plot, characterisation, or narrative voice (e.g. from the point of view of Antigone (daughter) from Sophocle’s Oedipus) or a minor character from the film or song you studied.
Transform the text into a new genre. Eg The story we read in class, "The Macbeth Murder Mystery" is transformed to the detective genre about two detectives who try to uncover the true meaning of the story of Macbeth. One of them, the American Woman, buys the book and suspects that Macbeth didn't actually kill the king. The second detective then reads the book himself and figures out who the real murderer is- Lady Macbeth's father. Theme: The theme of the story is that something isn't always what you initially think it is. 
[bookmark: _Hlk39215695]
Another option is to write a short story based on a poem.
In this case you need to think about the wider context of the poem. Most poems only focus on a small moment of human experience and use this to encapsulate or symbolise something about the poet’s wider ideas about the nature of human experience. 
Think about what might have happened before the snapshot of time the poem covers and what might happen afterwards. What characters could be involved? Are these characters going to include the poet? 
Will this be a narrative focusing on the poet’s point of view, explaining what led to the poem’s writing, or will your short story be set in the created world of the actual poem? Will the moment(s) covered by the poem take place at the beginning or end of your narrative, or in between? Who will be narrating your short story – a character within the story, the poet, or an omniscient observer? 
It is important to give your character(s) some sort of back-story that you can hint at in your narrative without telling all the details. Remember that these gaps, which the reader must fill through their imagination, can make your writing much more engaging and interesting. This is the principle of ‘Show - don’t tell.’ Describe what the characters perceive, do and say rather than bluntly telling us what emotion they are feeling. For example, note the difference between: ‘I could feel a flush gradually rising from my neck out to my tightly clenched, coldly smiling cheeks and stared hard at him,’ versus ‘I felt angry.’ 
Finally, you need to work out some sort of resolution to your short story. Consider how the poem ends and what overall message it communicates. Your ending should leave your reader with the same sort of indication of what the character(s) have learnt, if anything, from the experience and what you and the poet’s overall message is about the nature of humanity. Think about what kind of message you want to communicate - is it bleak, uplifting, gently humorous, satirical, condemning, hopeful or what? Your ending will determine this.
As a multimodal option, you may choose to record this short story and present it orally.

	IDEAS FOR NARRATIVES BASED ON THEMES:

Themes:        
the effect of guilt on the conscience: someone commits a crime and then suffers tremendous guilt as a consequence.
the nature and effect of sin
the importance of morality
the nature of war
the role of the conscience
the tragic hero: someone who is of high status ( a politician, celebrity) suffers a fall from grace because of their pride, arrogance or unchecked ambition.
the importance of honesty.
the role of fate in our lives: someone goes to a fortune teller, is told a prediction and then acts on the basis of that prediction.
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